
Temple Beth Shalom
Santa Fe, New Mexico

The entrance to the Main Sanctuary building.



In the beginning…

There have been Jews in New Mexico since the opening of the Santa Fe Trail in 1821. Congregation Montefiore in 
Las Vegas was the first Jewish congregation; formed in 1884, it held dedication services of its building on September 
26, 1886. Las Vegas was a thriving site of railroad commerce until rendered obsolete by the automobile. The 
Congregation dwindled to just a few families by the 1950s. The Montefiore Torah Scroll, the first in the New Mexico 
Territory, probably arrived on the railroad in the 1880s and is currently housed in a display case in our sanctuary. 

Temple Montefiore, Las Vegas, New Mexico, circa 1890

Congregation Montefiore in background, circa 1912

The Montefiore Scroll on display at Temple Beth Shalom



In the late 1940s, eighteen families in Santa Fe purchased property on Barcelona Road, a quiet street about a mile-and-a-half from the 
city’s historic Plaza. They engaged the noted architect John Gaw Meem, a key figure in the development of Santa Fe’s signature “Pueblo 
Revival” style, to design a building that could accommodate the forty families who made up what was then called the Santa Fe Jewish 
Temple. The congregation dedicated its Meem-designed worship space in June 1956. Today this building houses the Preschool and the 
Upper Sanctuary.



The Main Sanctuary building was built and dedicated in 1986, and the classroom and office building 
opened in 1987. Both were designed by congregant Ed Mazria. The pews are angled toward the 
center aisle because the congregation wanted to be able to see each other during services. It is also a 
terrific space for programs like the interfaith panel discussion shown here.



In addition to the Montefiore Torah scroll, Temple Beth Shalom has 
five other sefer Torahs, including a Czech Memorial Scroll on loan 
from the Westminster Synagogue in the United Kingdom. The 
scribes who helped restore that scroll dated it to the 1700s. 

We worked with Sofer on Site to restore the Czech Memorial Scroll, and 
many congregants were able to write a letter in the Torah with the 
Scribe. 

Three generations of the Silver Family scribed a letter. 

Our Torah Scrolls



We LOVE to sing!

We sang a parody song at the retirement party for 
our Cantorial Soloist and Musical Director. We sing along with the wonderful congregant choir on the High Holidays.

We sing along with guest musicians like Soulfarm
and Sari to celebrate Yom Ha’atzma’ut.

We sing with former Musical Director Aaron Wolf and some 
religious school students.

The Yiddish class sings with the Klezmer Band at the 
Latke Lunch.



Holidays are multi-generational, 
joyous and full of ruach!

We dance with the Torahs on Simchat Torah.

Rabbi Emeritus Schwab and Deedee Jansen 
in their Chanukah hats.

We bring our Chanukiot to Temple for Chanukah Shabbat.

Our annual Chanukah Latke Lunch is a favorite tradition. 

The second night Passover Seder is a highlight of the year.

The sukkah takes up most of the front lawn.



The High Holidays are times of 
warmth, reflection and community.

Erev Rosh Hashanah begins with 
warm greetings on the front porch.

Congregant volunteers provide delicious baked 
goods for the Erev Rosh Hashanah oneg.

Congregant ushers make sure everyone 
feels welcome.

The Youth Group leads services for the 
religious school on Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur Mornings.

The Sanctuary expands into the Social 
Hall and everyone feels connected.

Our post B’nei Mitzvah students read Torah 
for the youth service and congregation.

Made by a congregant, our 
Havdalah set is in the shape 
of the Main Sanctuary 
Building. 



Rabbi Neil introduced the renewal of vows by 
congregants in our beautiful Meditation Garden to 
celebrate the holiday of Tu B’Av.Tisha B’Av is commemorated with the game Siege of Jerusalem.

Special Holiday 
Traditions

On Tu B’Shevat we plant a tree either on our 
campus or at our sister congregation, Christ 
Lutheran Church.

Second day Rosh Hashanah morning services 
are held in the Meditation Garden.



We really 
love PURIM!

Congregants write parody lyrics and a script. We project lyrics to the parody songs on the screen so everyone can sing along.

Rabbi Neil and his family really enjoy a good costume!



We believe in the 3 Fs: 
Food, Friendship, and Fun

The front lawn is the site of our end of year religious 
school picnic, preschool Shabbats, and special 
celebrations like this party in honor of the retirement 
of our Cantorial Soloist and Musical Director. 

Executive Director Wendy says, “No one 
makes a better challah than Penny!”

Shabbat morning Torah study begins with a bagels and lox breakfast 
spread, food for the body and soul.

The annual Latke Luncheon is a community favorite. We celebrated the birthday of Dennis, our security 
guard, at an oneg last winter.



Temple Beth Shalom 
Preschool

Our students celebrated when their teacher 
became a US citizen.

Tzedakah and tikkun olam are values taught 
in the preschool.

The preschool students celebrate Shabbat each week and 
have a costume parade for Purim.



In addition to leading family Torah study sessions, 
our 7th graders learn about Jewish rituals like laying 
teffilin and tying tzitzit while preparing for B’nei 
Mitzvah.

We had a kids’ klezmer band.
Right before the Purim Carnival, we always have a 
sing-along.

Religious School (Kindergarten-7th grade)

Our 6th and 7th graders perform a spiel before the Purim 
Carnival. 

Everyone gets time in the Sukkah with 
Rabbi Neil.



Rabbi Neil introduced board games into the 
post B’nei Mitzvah curriculum including this 
Biblical Duels game he created.

Post B’nei Mitzvah

Youth Director Ellen Zieselman 
always makes latkes for the Youth 
Group Chanukah party

Our teens attend community events like 
the Latke Luncheon.

During the service break on Yom Kippur the teens 
load and deliver over a hundred bags of food to area 
shelters.

Our teens staff booths at the Purim carnival, 
and partake in the activities (henna tattoos are a 
favorite).

Beth Shalom Temple Youth (BSTY) is an 
active part of NFTY-SW.

Our 10th Graders attend a L’Taken
weekend at the RAC in Washington, DC.



Lifelong Learning

During the service break on Yom Kippur, we learn from each other in our Yom Kippur Dialogues.

We have regularly scheduled Adult Education Classes.



Israel at 70 and Israel: a Cultural 
Perspective were two year-long 
program series celebrating the arts 
and culture of Israel

Comedian and author Joel Chasnoff
performed.



Special Musical Events

This concert opera was staged in memory of 
our much beloved Emeritus Rabbi Ben 
Morrow z’l, and featured our High Holidays 
Choir Director, Andre. 

Kol B’Seder performed in concert, and Cantor Klepper sang with the religious school.

We have talented congregants!



We gather and distribute 
donations We speak out against injustice

We Pursue 
Justice

At the State Capitol

In Washington, DC

On the Santa Fe Plaza



We have a history of 
strong relationships 
within Santa Fe through 
Interfaith dialogue and 
social justice.

Interfaith leaders at the TBS 60th anniversary gala.

Rabbi Neil with Imam Habach.
Our sister congregation, Christ Lutheran Church prepares 
our break-fast on Yom Kippur and we provide a wreath for 
their altar at Christmas.

Rabbi Neil’s Soul Searching Radio broadcast and 
podcast features conversations with clergy such 
as Reverend Talitha Arnold.

Temple Beth Shalom is an active part of the 
Interfaith Community Shelter. Congregants 
volunteer at the shelter and serve on its board. 



Temple Beth Shalom
in the Age of Covid-19

Staff and volunteers handed out gift bags to 
congregants before the High Holiday and Chanukah. 

This year’s Youth Group t-shirt design reflects 
the Covid-19 reality of the online community

Rabbi Neil hosted a Shofarama in the 
Temple parking lot on the second day 
of Rosh Hashanah. Congregants 
heard the shofar, visited with Rabbi 
Neil and received a sweet treat. 

The choir director and former Musical Director assembled a skeletal 
virtual choir for the High Holidays. Congregant volunteers recorded each 
voice safely and mixed them together. Videos such as this one made our 
virtual celebrations feel more like being at Temple Beth Shalom.  



Santa Fe is an hour north of the Albuquerque International Sunport, which has flights on 8 major 
airlines. The Santa Fe airport has daily flights on United and American Airlines. Temple Beth 
Shalom is within walking distance to the historic Santa Fe Plaza, the State Capitol building (called 
the Roundhouse) and many museums and performance venues. 

We Are 
Here



At 7,000 feet above sea level, 
we experience all 4 seasons in 

glorious splendor



Santa Fe Tourism 
https://santafe.org/Visiting_Santa_Fe/

The Santa Fe Opera
https://www.santafeopera.org/

The Santa Fe Chamber Music Festival
https://www.santafechambermusic.com/

Santa Fe is a 
City of 
Music

Santa Fe Desert Chorale
https://desertchorale.org/

https://santafe.org/Visiting_Santa_Fe/
https://www.santafeopera.org/
https://www.santafechambermusic.com/
https://desertchorale.org/

